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THE ELIMINATION OF FEEBLE-MINDEDNESS

BY HENRY HERBERT GODDARD, PH.D.,
The Training School, Vineland, N. J.

Feeble-mindedness may be defined as a state of mental defect
from birth or from an early age due to incomplete or abnormal de-
velopment, in consequence of which the person afflicted is incapable
of performing his duties as a member of society in the position of
life to which he is born. There are according to the most careful
and reasonable estimates in the United States about three hundred

thousand persons who would come under this definition. These ar
conveniently divided into three groups: (a) lowest, or idiots, (
middle group, or imbeciles, and (c) highest group, formerly calle
the feeble-minded in a specific sense, but to whom we are now giving
the name of moron.

The following definitions of these groups were given by the
Royal College of Physicians of London, and were adopted by t
Royal Commission on the Feeble-Minded as a basis of classificatio
The idiot is defined as "a person so deeply defective in mind fro
birth or from an early age that he is unable to guard himself again
common physical dangers." The imbecile is defined as "one w
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and trouble. No matter how freely the trouble may be met by those
nearest of kin, it is nevertheless true, that a child so afflicted is a
constant source of unpleasantness and unhappiness to all those who
have to do with him. Surely every one would say, if it is possible to
eliminate this kind of feeble-mindedness it must be done. Never-
theless, as we shall see later, this is of all the groups the least ob-
jectionable and the least dangerous.

The group called "imbeciles" comprises those persons who are
usually recognized as silly, foolish, or stupid. They can, if wisely
trained be made to do some work and be a little helpful. But they
are always a menace to society because it can never be (letermined
beforehand when any one of them may yield to any of his natural
impulses and destroy life or property. Society must set a large
army of teachers, trainers, or attendants to watch over and care
for these, or be in continual danger of injury or even destruction at
the hand of this irresponsible group. The elimination of this grade
of feeble-mindedness would result in an enormous improvement
in happiness and possibilities of achievement in every community.

The highest group, the "moron," comprises those persons who
to the superficial view are often considered normal but somewhat
backward or dull. As the definition tells us, there are two charac-
teristics of these people. The first is that they are unable to com-
pete on equal terms with their fellows; and, second, they are unable
to manage their affairs with ordinary prudence. The result of the
second characteristic is that again it requires a large army of people
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